Greetings from Stirling Technology, home of the RecoupAerator®, the most efficient home ventilator on the market.

Our records show you signed up at http://www.healthyairpeople.com (or possibly at http://www.lychonia.com, our sister site) for our free occasional “Home Air News” newsletter about home indoor air quality. Thanks! (You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking on the link at the bottom of this e-mail.)

We appreciate your interest in healthy indoor air.
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Air Quality Index forecasts Now Available

April 30, 2003
With the advent of ozone season, Air Quality Index forecasts have begun appearing in newspapers and on television stations across the country. Their intent is to help people protect themselves from ozone pollution. 

“Air Quality Index forecasts are an excellent tool to help people inform and protect themselves from ozone air pollution. They also serve as a reminder that we have made great progress to reduce air pollution, but there is still more work to be done to clean up the nation’s air,” said EPA Administrator Christie Whitman.

Ground level ozone, also referred to as smog, is a particular problem caused by hot weather conditions during the warmer months of the year. During hot days, emissions can become concentrated at low altitudes creating local conditions of air that is less healthy to breath and which is tracked by the AQI. However, EPA is now on track to implement an 8-hour ozone standard which is more protective of public health than the 1-hour standard currently in effect across the country. EPA will work with states and local communities during the next several years to develop plans. More than 270 U.S. cities issue AQI forecasts.

For more information on the Air Quality Index and to check AQI forecasts for your area, go to: http://www.epa.gov/airnow. For more information on the benefits of the Clear Skies initiative, go to: http://www.epa.gov/clearskies.
RecoupAerator® Applauded at international exhibition 

The RecoupAerator® was spotlighted in Amsterdam, Holland May 13-15 at SUSTAIN 2003, the World Sustainable Energy Exhibition & Conference. The annual international exhibition SUSTAIN spotlights trends in renewable energy, clean energy, and energy efficiency. 

In America, the RecoupAerator® is known as the most efficient energy recovery ventilator. In Amsterdam, the RecoupAerator® joined energy efficiency exhibitors from around the world.

The RecoupAerator® has been highlighted several times recently. In September 2002, the RecoupAerator® was chosen to be part of a “green” home designed by Carnegie Mellon University architecture students and erected in downtown Washington, D.C. as part of the Energy Department’s Solar Decathalon. Every year, the student competition showcases the best and brightest environmentally friendly and energy-efficient home designs. 

In February 2003, the RecoupAerator® Window Unit was featured on the popular “Earth-friendly” web site http://www.dulley.com. Nationally syndicated newspaper writer James Dulley specializes in educating homeowners about energy-efficient building methods and products.
IAQ legislation rising

A rise in asthma and worries about toxic mold are causing a dramatic rise in indoor air quality (IAQ) legislation. This year, more than 60 proposed bills are being considered by 27 state legislatures, according to Aerias LLC. 

Nearly one-quarter of the proposed legislation deals with mold and mold remediation, another quarter on IAQ in schools and the remainder on improving air quality in public buildings. Connecticut leads the pack with 10 bills, nine of which target school IAQ. The Texas state legislature is considering seven bills, mostly focused on mold and mold remediation. 

Seventeen states are working on mold-related legislation, covering a wide range of issues, including: 

*
Licensing of mold investigators and remediators 

*
Studies of mold and associated health impacts 

*
Insurance and real estate 

*
Guidelines and building codes 

*
Public education, regulatory oversight and funding 

Eleven states are addressing school IAQ in this year's legislative sessions. As noted, Connecticut has nine bills under consideration. Most of the proposed legislation centers on developing standards and guidelines for school IAQ and inspecting schools to ensure good IAQ for students, teachers and staff. 

Seven states have pending legislation targeted at improving IAQ in public buildings, with Massachusetts having the most bills in the works. 

Aerias, LLC is an online resource dedicated to promoting better human health and better business through indoor air quality awareness. Go to http://www.aerias.org.

RecoupAerator® sale to end soon!

Our popular RecoupAerator(r) sale comes to an end on Saturday, June 14, 2003. As many of you know, we have never offered the RecoupAerator(r) at a discounted price. We felt, however, that during a difficult economic climate we could do our part to help you enjoy the best air cleaning system on the market. We'd like to see a RecoupAerator(r) in every home!

So if you've been meaning to purchase a sale priced RecoupAerator(r), you still have a chance. Until June 14, our RecoupAerators(r) are over 30% off! For details, go to http://www.healthyairpeople.com. To see why our ventilator ranks #1, visit http://www.healthyairpeople.com/special/compare.html.

As always, we're available for telephone support during installation, and we welcome your inquiries any time at 1.800.535.3448.

Did you know?

Free radon video available

A new EPA video covers the basics of radon, including radon science, the lung cancer risk, home inspection, building a new home radon-resistant, testing and fixing a home, disclosure, state radon offices, hotline and web resources, and key radon numbers, e.g., EPA's action level and the U.S. indoor and outdoor averages. Single copies of the video are free from IAQ-Info (1-800-438-4318) in VHS format [ask for (EPA 402-V-02-003) (TRT 13.10)]; copies in CD-ROM and DVD formats will also be available soon. Contact the EPA at (202) 564-9370.

Other resources:

A Citizen’s Guide to Radon (4th edition): http://www.epa.gov/radon/images/citizensguide4.pdf
A Consumer’s Guide to Radon Reduction:

http://www.epa.gov/radon/images/consguid.pdf
DISCOUNTED RADON TEST KITS AVAILABLE

The National Safety Council offers low-cost short- and long-term radon test kits through its National Radon Hotline to people who want to test their homes. The price includes lab analysis and return postage. The kits need only be used according to directions on the package and then sealed and promptly returned to the lab for analysis. Results are provided within a few weeks, along with information on how to reduce radon risks, if necessary. Call 800.557.2366 or go to the web site below.

Go to

http://www.nsc.org/ehc/radon/coupon.htm
Smoke-free moms praised

EPA Administrator Christie Whitman recently recognized mothers who have pledged to make their homes smoke-free and protect their children from the health risks of exposure to secondhand smoke. Also as part of this Smoke-free Home Pledge Initiative, EPA, the Consumer Federation of American and the American Medical Association launched the third wave of their media campaign called My Mom's My Hero. This campaign is to help raise awareness and help protect the more than 5 million children ages 6 and under exposed to secondhand smoke in the home. 
Resources

Take the Smoke-free Home Pledge: http://www.epa.gov/smokefree/pledge/index.html
Read about second-hand smoke:

http://www.epa.gov/smokefree/healthrisks.html
Read about asthma and children:

http://www.epa.gov/asthma/index.html
Ventilation Guidelines for terrorist attacks released

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released new guidelines for protecting ventilation systems in commercial and government buildings from chemical, biological, and radiological attacks. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) prepared the guidelines with input and review by more than 30 federal agencies, state and local organizations, and professional associations. The HHS guidelines include measures to reduce the likelihood of a contaminant attack and to minimize the impact if one occurs. 

HTML Version: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/bldvent/2002-139.html
PDF Version: 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2003-136/pdfs/2003-136.pdf
Mold testing enters mainstream

American Home Laboratories, Inc. (AHL), San Bruno, Calif., has announced that home inspection educators, Inspection Training Associates (ITA), will incorporate its cutting edge MoldREPORT(TM) testing procedures into their home inspection curriculum at their licensed inspection schools throughout the United States. ITA has been providing quality home inspection education since 1987. ITA was the first licensed inspection school in the nation with its California school and has since opened licensed schools in Florida, Virginia, Illinois and Connecticut. 

MoldREPORT(TM) gives mold inspectors the means to untangle the complexities of mold testing with easy-to-understand results to present to clients such as potential home buyers, landlords and tenants. AHL partnered with top indoor air quality professionals to develop MoldREPORT(TM). AHL serves clients throughout North America and internationally from its laboratories near San Francisco and San Diego, California. 

Visit: http://www.MoldREPORT.com 

Visit: http://www.home-inspect.com 

Outdoor air counts, too . . . CLICK TO DONATE

The web site iwantcleanair.com asks you to visit and click on the “I Want Clean Air” button . . . for every click, the web site’s administrators donate to nonprofit organizations selected by the site’s users. 

Visit: http://www.iwantcleanair.com
NEW BOOK helps building owners boost IAQ

A new book, "Keeping Buildings Healthy: How To Monitor and Prevent Indoor Environment Problems" ($79.95, 361 pages), co-authored by a Cornell University professor of design and environmental analysis, can help both building managers and owners resolve existing indoor air problems and prevent indoor environmental problems in the future. 

Available at http://www.booksense.com or http://www.amazon.com

That’s it for this newsletter! Thanks again for your interest in healthy indoor air. Please visit us soon at http://www.healthyairpeople.com, and be sure to contact us at 800.535.3448 if you want to speak to one of our indoor air quality specialists.
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